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would remain! We seem to invite and encourage sorrow, while
happiness is, as it were, forced upon us against our will. It is
wonderful how some men pertinaciously cling to care, and argue
themselves into a dissatisfaction with their lot. Thus it is
really a matter of little moment whether fortune smile or
frown, for it is in vain to look for superior felicity amongst
those who have more "appliances and means to boot," than
their fellow-men. "Wealth, rank, and reputation, do not secure
their possessors from the misery of discontent.

As happiness then depends upon the right direction and
employment of our faculties, and not on worldly goods or mere
localities, our countrymen might be cheerful enough, even in
this foreign land, if they would only accustom themselves to a
proper train of thinking, and be ready on every occasion to look
on the brighter side of all things.* In reverting to home-scenes
we should regard them for their intrinsic charms, and not turn
them into a source of disquiet by mournfully comparing them
with those around us. India, let Englishmen murmur as they
will, has some attractions, enjoyments and advantages. No Eng-
lishman is here in danger of dying of starvation as some of our
poets have done in the inhospitable streets of London. The com-
paratively princely and generous style in which we live in this
country, the frank and familiar tone of our little society, and
the general mildness of the climate, (excepting a few months
of a too sultry summer) can hardly be denied by the most
determined malcontent. The weather is indeed too often
a great deal warmer than we like it; but if " the excessive
heat" did not form a convenient subject for complaint and
conversation, it is perhaps doubtful if it would so often be
thought of or alluded to. But admit the objection. What
climate is without its peculiar evils? In the cold season a
walk in India either in the morning or the evening is
often extremely pleasant in pleasant company, and I am
glad to see many sensible people paying the climate the
compliment of treating it like that of England. It is now

* " I was ever more disposed/' says Hume, "to see the favourable than the
unfavourable side of things; a turn of mind ivhicli it is more happy to possess,
than to le lorn to an estate of ten tboitsand a year"